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INTRODUCTION

Literature and society are inseparable components that have a reciprocal
relationship. Therefore, according to Grebstein, literary works cannot be fully understood
if separated from the environment, culture, or civilization that produced them (Anantama
& Setiawan, 2025; Pavlic, 2025). This is demonstrated through the way authors document
the social events they have experienced in a literary work. As a social document, literature
also serves as a record that captures the socio-cultural reality at the time the work was
created. Literature is born out of the conditions and historical situations within society
(Vana, 2025). One of the writers who documented such social events is Najib Kailani, as
reflected in his novel ‘Amaligah al-Syamal. This novel tells the story of the civil war
between the Fulani and Hausa tribes (predominantly Muslim) and the Igbo tribe
(predominantly Christian). The war is known as the Biafran War, as it emerged to prevent
the secession of Biafra from Nigeria. Even during the British colonial period, conflicts
between these groups were apparent due to the strong discrimination against Muslims
(Kailani, 2005). Thus, ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal functions as a sociological reflection of
religious, ethnic, and colonial tensions shaping Nigerian society during the Biafran War.

In addition to the civil war, the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal generally highlights the
struggle of Muslims in northern Nigeria in facing the problems that arise in life. These
include defending their religion, protecting their homeland, and fighting for their rights.
The novel was published in 1975, and between 1967-1970, research (James, 2015; Miller,
2024) shows that Nigeria experienced a civil war in the Biafra region. This indicates that
the historical context represents ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal as a reflection of the reality at that
time. From Lewis A. Coser’s perspective, (Cahyono, 2021) the conflict in ‘Amaliqah al-
Syamal is analyzed by classifying realistic and non-realistic conflicts. Thus, he identifies
these conflicts as shaping the social structure in reality, which is reflected in the novel.
Similarly, (Sukmawati, 2021), from the author’s perspective, reveals that ‘Amaliqah al-
Syamal is a reflection of the author’s (Najib Kailani) personal experience, particularly in
viewing the religious conflict between Islam and Christianity, as well as social conflicts.
Meanwhile, (Nazar, 2021) examines the substance of the literary work itself, the novel
‘Amaliqah al-Syamal, which, in the context of conflict, carries a spirit of love and intimacy
that strengthens the individual, partnership, and even collective spirit.

Based on the research above, it can be identified that the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal
has been analyzed as a social reflection from various perspectives. Literature is
inseparable from the social context, much like two sides of a coin. Wellek and Warren
share this view; however, they maintain that literature should be considered an
autonomous object and does not always reflect reality comprehensively. In this regard,
some studies, such as those by (Islamiyah et al., 2023; Pramono et al., 2022), demonstrate
this type of autonomy. Similar to this study, which represents a reflection of reality in
‘Amaliqah al-Syamal, it remains critical and does not fixate on an identical context.
Therefore, this study aims to uncover the reality behind ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal in a broader
or more comprehensive way, dialectically engaging with the expressions presented in the
text. This aligns with Wellek and Warren’s perspective in the sociology of literature,
regarding the gap of autonomy in literary works’ connection to social reality (Wellek &
Warren, 1956). Accordingly, this study seeks to reveal the broader social reality behind
‘Amaliqah al-Syamal through a dialectical reading that acknowledges the autonomy of
literary expression.

The conflict in the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal as a reflection of social reality is
important to study because literary works serve as reflections of complex realities. In this
context, the reader’s awareness of the text as a mirror of the world beyond the text can be
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expanded into relevant moral values (Riyaningrum et al., 2023; Tahruri et al.,, 2025).
Similarly, in the context of war in more intense situations, literary sociology studies can
reveal the representation of figures amidst the turmoil of reality. Through this, readers
can identify models of resilience and struggle as values that reflect cultural behavior
within a social condition (Panggabean & Nofrita, 2025; Anggraini et al.,, 2023). In
examining literary works with a sociological approach, what will be identified is not only
the conditions and situations of events, but all the elements contained within these events,
including the characters. This allows readers to extract values from the attitudes
presented in these situations (Julianti & Darma, 2025). A sociological approach to
literature reveals not only the events and conditions depicted, but also the characters and
values embedded within them, from which readers can derive meaningful social insights.

Therefore, examining the specific situation of war as reflected in the novel ‘Amaliqah
al-Syamal is a phenomenon that warrants investigation. In this context, the reality, causes,
and consequences represented by the novel will be revealed. Moreover, the ongoing
prevalence of war has led to the creation of numerous literary works that voice social
realities. As such, this study can make a theoretical contribution to the development of
literary sociology in relation to various conflicts expressed through literature. This is
because other researchers can reflect on similar forms of representation from the
perspective of Wellek and Warren, as demonstrated in this study. The practical
implication is that literary sociology studies related to conflict or war will provide a new
perspective for readers, showing that literature is also a medium for social expression and
a reflection of social power. Beyond expanding readers’ perspectives, this study
contributes to contemporary social progress by providing critical insights into conflict
resolution, interreligious coexistence, and the socio-political consequences of war
through literary analysis.

METHOD

This study adopts a descriptive qualitative design to examine the representation of
war and social conflict in ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal by Najib Kailani. The primary data consist
of narrative expressions, dialogues, and textual descriptions related to the Nigerian civil
war and its socio-religious implications, obtained from the novel accessed via
https://alkitab.com /74978, while secondary data are drawn from relevant scholarly
literature to contextualize the social realities depicted. Data were collected through a
literature-based method, beginning with a comprehensive reading of the novel, followed
by the selection, transcription, and organization of relevant textual data into digital
documents. The analysis employs content analysis grounded in Wellek and Warren’s
sociology of literature, involving data reduction, thematic classification, and
interpretative examination. Within this framework, the study seeks to address how war
and social conflict are represented in the novel, what forms of religious, ethnic, and social
tensions are articulated through its narrative and characters, and how ‘Amaliqah al-
Syamal reflects social reality while maintaining its autonomy as a literary work.

RESULTS
The Civil War Conflict in the Novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal

Based on the analysis conducted, there are 25 sections that specifically describe
the chronology of the civil war in Nigeria, starting from the beginning of the plot, the
climax, and ending with the anti-climax. In this result, 8 representative data will be
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presented that highlight the climax, as they specifically illustrate the situation within the
civil war. This war occurred between the Fulani and Hausa tribes, predominantly Muslim,
and the Igbo tribe, which is largely Christian. The war erupted due to various crises and
conflicts. The conflict began to escalate when Sheikh Abdullah ordered Usman Aminu to
embark on a missionary journey to Lagos, traversing the Yoruba forests, and inviting the
predominantly Christian Igbo people to embrace the true religion, Islam.

Data 1. The Beginning of Intertribal Conflict (Kailani, 2005, p. 44)
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As we continued our journey, we realized that we had reached the edge of the
forest. Suddenly, we were surrounded by many people who were completely
naked, holding sharp spears in their hands. Some of them carried modern
English rifles, but this did not make us afraid or confused. This was the nature
of the Igbo tribe if there were outsiders who were perceived as disturbing their
peace.

The excerpt above is a conversation between Usman Aminu and Abdurrahim as they
visited a forest in the eastern part of Igbo land. While continuing their journey, they were
confronted by people who were completely naked and armed with weapons. These
individuals were members of the Igbo tribe living in the forest. The Igbo people are known
for their distrust of outsiders, so they took Usman Aminu and Abdurrahim to meet the
tribal chief. However, before they could meet the chief, they encountered an English
missionary priest, Father Tom. Father Tom discovered that Usman had been persuading
the Igbo people to embrace Islam. Enraged, Father Tom spread the news about the death
of the leader of northern Nigeria, Ahmadu Bello. The following data from the novel
provide evidence of the deaths of Ahmadu Bello and others.

Data 2. Conflict Over Killings of Muslims in Northern Nigeria (p. 64-65)
Ll cata ” ..ol guanl cule W@l aclLallK nasl G 5l 9 OlapiS 458
"§S15ke"  dmlg iz 3 eyl e 9
Loaslid of dayg .. dizgs 38 Jeddl § boluall o ylytll alas” : dss abluy § JU3
- Ogadadl Sl Loleall oo clill Jidg . . UL Langd o

Father Tom laughed wickedly, then threw the news that struck like lightning,
“Ahmadu Bello is dead!” Abdurrahim and I shouted in unison, “What?” He
responded nonchalantly, “He was killed by rebels from the military officers in
the North, along with his wife. After they were both killed, they were burned.
Hundreds of officers and Muslims there were killed.

The text above describes the deaths of Ahmadu Bello, his wife, and Abu Bakar
Tawafa. Father Tom states that Ahmadu Bello and Abu Bakar Tawafa were killed by rebels
from the military officers in the North. This event is one of the factors that triggered the
civil war in Nigeria. Upon hearing this news, Usman Aminu felt as though his world had
collapsed. Someone whom he had considered his teacher and role model was now gone
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forever. After learning of Ahmadu Bello’s death, Usman and Abdurrahim returned to their
city, Northern Nigeria. After some time, a rebellion led by Yakubu Gawon, a young man
from the Hausa tribe, took place. Yakubu Gawon issued a threat, demanding that the Igbho
people return to their region, the East. However, a few days after this threat was made by
Yakubu Gawon, the leader of Eastern Nigeria, Ojukwu, declared a new republic called the
“Republic of Biafra.” Following the declaration of this new republic, civil war between the
tribes, rooted in religious differences, eventually broke out. This can be seen in the
following data.

Data 3. The Outbreak of the Civil War (p. 145)

529 3ok Allaa¥| L8l asmle 52 50]” Ainko J] "BsSpa” 5" 5567 (n Gaslall

LI Conaly sladdl (e sue Jadig SIS sles il 4l e (3l sk

1923 § sl Ul iy o8 ek ) polim I ilallsg (i al) lyLaiSl Lo yana
gadll Gl Eiaigg celoclly slacdly igll Alals

The journey from Kano and Sokoto to the city of Enugu (the capital of the
breakaway Biafra) was long and difficult to traverse. Every corner was
drenched in blood. Many martyrs fell. The forest transformed into a place
of terrifying explosions, becoming a target for relentless gunfire. Airplanes
high in the sky brought death and destruction, soaring as the beautiful
national anthem ceased.

The data above describes the scene during the war. Despite the many lives lost, it
did not make them surrender. Those who fell while fighting against injustice were seen as
martyrs, their struggle a form of jihad and honor. By stepping in to help uphold the truth,
they demonstrated their love and responsibility for their nation and homeland. Gawon’s
forces continued to employ various methods to keep fighting the enemy. The following
excerpt from the novel depicts how the people of the North, feeling their rights were being
discriminated against, tried to survive and launch attacks throughout the civil war. This
can be identified as follows:

Data 4. The Situation of the Outbreak of the Civil War (p. 145-146)
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Every time we attacked, we received a stronger retaliation, and many of our
side perished. Our army had several planes sent by the commanding officer
as reinforcements to take control of this place. The complex issue of facing
cannons that could detect planes became another danger.

The excerptabove can be identified as describing the actions of the Northern people.
They would not surrender until the people of the East themselves admitted defeat. To
force the Eastern people to surrender, Gawon'’s forces employed a large-scale blockade
strategy. This was aimed at preventing any aid from reaching Ojukwu’s troops. This was
part of Yakubu Gawon’s strategy, accompanied by efforts to hold their ground. As a result,
Yakubu Gawon’s forces successfully carried out their mission to bring back the Igbo
people (referred to as missionaries and Zionists) after a civil war that lasted for three
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years. The war, which had claimed millions of civilian lives, finally ended under Yakubu
Gawon'’s leadership. From this, it can be identified that the conflict in the novel occurred
due to various factors, with the most prominent being tribal and religious fanaticism
within the country.

The Reality Behind the Conflict in the Novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal

When examined through the lens of Wellek and Warren’s literary sociology
approach, the reality behind the various elements of the civil war conflict in the novel
‘Amaliqah al-Syamal becomes apparent. Among these are the relevance of reality in terms
of character portrayal, ethnicity, societal traditions, and social events, particularly those
that serve as the root causes of the war.

Character

This novel features Usman Aminu as its main character. Usman Aminu is a young
Muslim man of Fulani descent. The following data from the novel describes the character
of Usman Aminu.

Data 5. Characterization (p. 5)
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My name is Usman Aminu, a descendant of the Fulani tribe located in
Northern Nigeria. It is said that our tribe originally came as immigrants
from the highlands of Egypt. We have a history of warfare, during which
we conquered many regions in Africa. In the late 18th century, a
prominent leader emerged from our tribe, named Usman dan Fodio. He
was able to unite our tribes, forming a mighty army under which the
banner of Islam flew high.

In the data above, Usman Aminu is portrayed as a young man of Fulani descent from
Northern Nigeria. Based on this data, the portrayal of Usman Aminu as a reflection of
Usman Dan Fodio can be interpreted, as both share the same Fulani ancestry. Usman
Aminu is also depicted as a devout, righteous young man who participates in the jihad to
spread the teachings of Islam across various parts of Nigeria. Similarly, Usman Dan Fodio,
throughout his life, often embarked on long journeys to teach and preach, and his works
were known for criticizing and opposing rulers (Bashar, 2025a). This relevance shows
that the main figure depicted by Najib Kailani in the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal mirrors
the real-life figure of Usman Dan Fodio, with the same character traits. This reinforces the
idea that the characterization in the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal reflects reality that carries
significant values.

Geographical Area

There are several city names mentioned in the novel that share the same identity
as real cities in Nigeria. This can be identified in the following data.
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Data 6. Geographical Area (p. 145)
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The journey from Kano and Sokoto to the city of Enugu (the capital of the
breakaway republic) was long and difficult to travel.

It can be observed from the data above that Najib Kailani mentions several city
names in Nigeria. These cities Kano, Sokoto, and Enugu are depicted as more developed
compared to other cities, largely due to significant European influence. Kano and Sokoto,
located in northern Nigeria, are known for their rich Islamic historical and cultural
heritage and have played a key role in the social and political dynamics of the country.
Meanwhile, Enugu, in the eastern region, holds strong relevance in the context of Nigeria’s
mining and economy. The inclusion of these cities in the novel enriches the narrative’s
backdrop with sociocultural dimensions rooted in reality, while also highlighting how
Najib Kailani responds to Nigeria’s complex social and political environment (Obilor &
Amadi, 2024). Thus, this novel not only portrays the writer’s imagination but also reflects
the interconnectedness of the reality being depicted in the story.

Ethnicity

In the novel, the author documents the three major ethnic groups of Nigeria:
Hausa/Fulani, Igbo, and Yoruba. The following data from the novel illustrates these three
ethnic groups.

Data 7. Ethnicity (p. 5-6)
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I am also familiar with the “Hausa” language, which is used as a trade
language and for daily communication. I am also fluent in English, as it
is important and necessary for someone living under the current
government system. Similarly, I can speak “Igbo,” which is the language

of the tribes in the Eastern region. I am also acquainted with the “Yoruba”
language, which is spoken by the tribes in the Western part.

Through the excerpt above, it can be understood that Najib Kailani documents three
major ethnic groups in Nigeria in his novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal. This is because these
three ethnic groups experienced prolonged ethnic tensions that ultimately led to the civil
war in Nigeria. In the real context of Nigeria, these tribes are indeed the three largest
ethnic groups that still exist today and form the main social components of the country.
The Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba are the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria, with the Hausa
dominating the northern region, the Igbo in the east, and the Yoruba in the west. Each
group has its own distinct culture, language, and social system, and they have played
important roles in the political and historical dynamics of the country (Agbede &
Oparinde, 2024). These three groups have long been recognized in political sociology and
anthropology as the foundation of Nigeria’s ethnic structure. They continue to play a
significant role in the country’s social, political, and economic dynamics, including the
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ethnic tensions that remain a major factor in the prolonged conflicts within the nation.
Thus, the geographical identity depicted by Najib Kailani is a reflection of the same reality
in Nigeria.

Community Traditions

In the novel, the traditions and etiquette of the people in the North are depicted as
follows.

Data 8. Community Traditions (p. 6)
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All of this is necessary because I am the child of a wealthy merchant and
have often traveled. | live according to the teachings of Sufism,
particularly the Qadariyah order. In the cities of Kano and Sokoto, there
is a well-known religious cultural tradition.

The data above describes the traditions present in the cities of Kano and Sokoto,
specifically the deeply ingrained Islamic traditions. Additionally, there is a profession
passed down through generations within families for hundreds of years. Merchants
typically travel from one city to another to sell their goods. The Islamic tradition, as a
cultural value system in Northern Nigeria, along with the historical trade networks, is not
merely a fictional setting but also a reflection of the socio-cultural reality of the people of
Kano and Sokoto, which has persisted for centuries and is even documented in academic
research. Empirical evidence also shows that the spread of Islam in Northern Nigeria,
including the Hausaland region, which encompasses Kano and Sokoto, occurred through
the activities of Muslim traders who spread the religion and strengthened trade networks.
Islam played a significant role in the establishment of trade hubs and the ongoing local
economic life (Agbede & Oparinde, 2024). Thus, the tradition of trading alongside
religious missions in the novel is also a reflection of the real traditions of Kano and Sokoto.

Social Events

In the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal, there are five social events that lead to the
outbreak of the civil war. These include a coup, the miscalculated policy of irony, a
retaliatory coup, the rise of Yakubu Gawon, the collapse of the Aburi Accord, and the
formation of the Biafran Republic. Below is one of the representative data, which is the
peak cause of the civil war, the formation of the Biafran Republic.

Data 9. Social Events (p. 143-144)

gday Lliasg dal=syl Ao gSxlly oS 9ol daleju Byddl Crts Coyaiael 1 ymedl cslS
il 31 Blolin 3 1kt T3 ol (0l pmimll il e (393
) 53 A udiaally s Leatad| il dly Jusl ) O iy 089 Jledid] dallas
Slel 3y Ll 2alrsall § Lodle| e ludy « S52¥ clueludly 2ludlly Coassy

7R

Lol Aygeen - - Bupide duysazd 79,39 s S])

The war was raging between the East, led by Ojukwu, and the federal
government, represented by Yakubu Gowon. We had already heard
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countless horrific stories about people being brutally murdered in the
Igbo region of the East. It was clear that Israel, colonial powers, and
missionaries were fueling the fire of war. They sent weapons and aid to
Ojukwu. He was also supported by international press and major news
stations to promote the formation of the new republic, the “Republic of
Biafra.

It can be identified from the data above that with the declaration of the Biafran
Republic, the civil war began between the Eastern region, occupied by the Igbo, the West,
home to the Yoruba tribe, and the North, inhabited by the Hausa/Fulani. In reality, the
Declaration of the Biafran Republic by the Eastern region of Nigeria, dominated by the
Igbo tribe, did indeed occur on May 30, 1967, triggering the Nigerian Civil War, which
lasted until 1970. The federal government rejected this secessionist effort to preserve the
unity of a country made up of major ethnic groups such as the Hausa/Fulani in the North,
Yoruba in the West, and Igbo in the East, each with its own political and social interests.
Social facts also indicate that the conflict related to Biafra is rooted in ethnic dynamics
and the political marginalization felt by the Igbo group (Tuki, 2025). The history of this
conflict mirrors the depiction presented by Najib Kailani in the novel and shows that the
specific social events that triggered the civil war are also a reflection of the reality in
Nigeria.

DISCUSSION

The research findings indicate that the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal has been
identified as a reflection of the real civil war that occurred in Nigeria. Najib Kailani
recorded, based on the author’s sociology, the ethnic tensions, particularly between the
Hausa/Fulani tribe, which is predominantly Muslim, and the Igbo tribe, which is largely
Christian, as well as the involvement of the Yoruba in the western region. This conflict
erupted after the declaration of the Biafran Republic in 1967, led by Ojukwu from the Igbo
tribe, who sought to secede from Nigeria. The reality is reinforced by the relevance of
character portrayal, geographical regions, ethnic groups, societal traditions, and social
events, linking what is depicted in the novel to empirical facts. These aspects reflect that
the author nearly fully documented the reality of the civil war. This is consistent with
research by (Hidayah, 2025), which found that the relevance of the novel to reality tends
to lie in social, cultural, belief systems, and intergroup relations. Furthermore, it aligns
with the views of (Dimitruk et al., 2025), who argue that to reflect reality, authors often
relate their works to characters, personalities, and social roles. This mirrors Najib
Kailani’s recording of the character and role of Usman Dan Fodio with Usman Aminu in
the novel. This aims to emphasize that the plot of the story is an empirical fact creatively
packaged to convey its message.

To understand the roots of the Nigerian civil war, it is essential to examine the socio-
political tensions shaped by ethnic, religious, and economic disparities that structured
Nigerian society prior to and during the conflict. (Tuki, 2025) reveals that the conflict in
Nigeria at that time was greatly influenced by the socio-political dynamics driven by
ethnic, religious, and economic differences. The tensions between ethnic groups in
Nigeria, especially between the Hausa/Fulani and Igbo, reflect long-standing social
inequality and political injustice. As such, research by (Asmorowati & Ceesay, 2025;
Chukwudi, 2024) indicates that these tensions were one of the main contributing factors
to the civil war in Nigeria. This aligns with the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal, which
emphasizes religious and ethnic fanaticism as causes of the complex divisions within
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Nigerian society. The conflict not only resulted in armed confrontation but also had a
profound impact on the overall social structure. This fact is also consistent with the
research by (Bashar, 2025b), which highlights that ethnic tensions are often triggered by
deep political and economic inequality, mirroring the conditions in Nigeria during the civil
war.

Beyond structural inequalities, the Nigerian civil war was also driven by historical
experiences of marginalization and identity-based resistance, which ultimately
crystallized in separatist movements such as the formation of the Biafran Republic.
Further studies by (Agbede & Oparinde, 2024) emphasize that ethnic tensions in Nigeria
also stem from a long history of injustice and marginalization experienced by certain
groups, such as the Igbo, who felt neglected by the central government dominated by the
Hausa/Fulani. In this context, the formation of the Biafran Republic in 1967 by Ojukwu,
who saw Biafra as a means to protect the rights of the Igbo people, illustrates how ethnic
and religious identity became the primary reasons for the military confrontation between
the warring parties (Ogbonna, 2025). (Agbede & Oparinde,2024) further note that this
separatist action was heavily influenced by the tensions between ethnic groups that felt
injustice within the existing Nigerian government structure at the time, and this is clearly
reflected in the novel ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal.

This study theoretically enhances the understanding of the novel ‘Amaliqah al-
Syamal not only as a literary work but also as a reflection of the historical reality that
occurred in Nigeria. By employing the literary sociology approach of (Wellek & Warren,
1956), this research emphasizes that elements in the novel, such as the portrayal of ethnic
conflict, characters representing ethnic groups, and major events like the declaration of
the Biafran Republic, clearly reflect the socio-political realities of that time. Furthermore,
this study has significant implications for literature studies, where fiction can be used to
better understand the social and political conditions surrounding a country, particularly
in postcolonial regions, in this case, Nigeria. With this, the sensitivity of individuals and
certain collectives will be heightened in addressing social dynamics. Especially now, as
war has become one of the anarchic tools used to preserve the existence of a nation
(Nikitin, 2024). Tribal influence remains highly relevant and sensitive today, as evidenced
by the persistence of identity-based conflicts, political polarization along ethnic lines, and
unequal access to power and resources in many postcolonial societies, including
contemporary Nigeria.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the research above, it can be concluded that ‘Amaligah al-
Syamal, from a sociological perspective, reflects the social reality that Najib Kailani
historically recorded. This reality is mirrored in aspects such as characterization,
characters, ethnicity, geographical regions, societal traditions, and the social events that
led to the civil war. This is textually relevant through the literary work, allowing readers
to perceive a social situation more consciously, based on the empirical fact that the civil
war in Nigeria was a politically voiced condition. This research tends to examine the
relevant social situations that the author recorded in Nigeria. It is hoped that future
research can more comprehensively explore the sociology in ‘Amaliqah al-Syamal. In this
regard, the emphasis should not only be on sociology in situations that partially record
empirical facts, but also in a holistic way that involves all elements. This will certainly
require a sociological approach from other perspectives for a comprehensive study of
‘Amaliqah al-Syamal. The implication is that other realities will be revealed, raising
awareness among readers about the facts of the civil war in Nigeria.
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